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China, the Malay Peninsula, the islands of Borneo, Celebes, Sumatra, Mindanao in the Philippines, and New Guinea.
From the United States a large percentage of the total gold production of the world is obtained. The chief producing States are California, Colorado, Dakota, Montana, Alaska, Arizona, and Utah, but smaller amounts come from many other States. The produce is now far more from lodes than from placer deposits, and in the treatment of auriferous quartz and pyritic ores-almost all the known methods of treatment are applied in different localities. Canada (Yukon Territory, British Columbia, Nova Scotia and Ontario) produces large quantities of gold, and gold ores are also found in various parts of Mexico, Colombia, Bolivia, Chili, Venezuela, Brazil, Peru, and the small States of Central America. The production of several of these countries, was formerly much larger than it is at the present day, the reduction being especially marked in the cases of Brazil and Venezuela.
Gold is somewhat widely distributed in Africa, the chief sources of production in former times being the placer deposits of the Gold Coast and Abyssinia. The discoveries of auriferous conglomerates in the Transvaal since 1884 have converted that region into the most important gold-producing country. Rhodesia and West Africa are large producers, and some gold comes from Egypt, Madagascar and the Soudan.
Gold is found in all the Colonies of Australia, and in Tasmania and New Zealand. In Western Australia, Kalgoorlie or East Coolgardie is by far the richest goldfield. Other important districts are Murchison, Mount Margaret, North Coolgardie, East Murchison and Coolgardie.' The chief gold-producing districts of Queensland are Charters Towers, B-ockhampton (where the Mount Morgan mine is situated), Croydon and Gympie. Almost all the gold is produced from the quartz mines, the placers having been practically exhausted. The chief producing districts in Victoria are Ballarat, Sandhurst (Bendigo), Beechworth, Maryborough, Castlemaine, Gippsland, and Ararat.
The table given in Chap. XXL gives the quantities of gold now being produced from all the more important goldfields of the world.
Geological Age of Gold Deposits.—Ifc has been demonstrated above that deposits of gold occur in many different kinds of rock and in most countries of the world. At each centre of gold mining the conditions are different from those existing elsewhere, and even within the narrow limits of one particular district the strata bearing the precious metal are often of very divergent geological and mineralogical constitution. Murchison,1 in attempting to assign all gold deposits to one geological horizon, was led into-error.2 He compared the gold-bearing rocks in the Urals, which are distinctly of Silurian age, with some samples sent from Australia. These, by correlation of fossils and minerals, were also proved to be Silurian. As a result, Murchison put forward a theory that all rocks which contained gold would be found to have their genesis in the Palaeozoic era. Thafc gold in large amounts was eventually discovered in Victoria seemed to add to this belief, but Whitney's researches in California robbed the theory of much of its truth, for the rocks there were found to be Jurassic. Murchison's-original theory has in no way been confirmed by subsequent gold dis-
1 Murchison, "Siluria."
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